
 

 
As we conclude 2009 we celebrate Christmasða time for family, exchang-

ing gifts, and watching the joy of the season unfold on the faces of children 

and adults alike.  It is a time of unity with our neighborsðhearts are softer, 

hope is rejuvenated, and the spirit of Christmas is reflected by the birth of 

Jesus Christ.  Christmastime is a wonderful time of sharing, a chance for giv-

ing, an opportunity to help those in need and a time for celebration.   

 

As a means to share and give back, our Partners in Education from the Mar-

shal Middle School Chorus, lead by Karen Francis, attended our recent meet-

ing and performed for our members by singing a variety of Christmas songs 

as well as performing additional songs with hand bells and sign language.  

The chorus group was well received and enjoyed by all and we give special 

thanks to Ms. Francis for sharing her groupôs talent with us.  We hope they 

return soon for an encore performance. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS  

and  

HAPPY NEW YEAR  
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Pancakes with SantañCANtrell Tests the Waters  
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There is only one way to de-

scribe this yearõs Bi-City 

Christmas Parade and our an-

nual GiveAKidAFlagToWave 

programñCOLD and WET.   

 

Members from our fine club and others from 
the Exchange Club of Phenix City joined 

forces, albeit light in numbers, to hand out 

American Flags to those along the parade 

route who braved the cold and wet condi-

tions.  Equally low in numbers, the attendance 
of parade watchers was one of the lowest on 

record.  Nonetheless, the members had a 

great time and even Time Out Teddy made 

an appearance to help bring smiles to the 

faces of the children in the crowd.   

 
A special thanks to chairman Richard 

Fowler for successfully driving his team to a 

grand finish. 

One of the greatest dilemmas that every 
club president must face is the opposing force be-
tween ñtrying something newò and ñmaintain the 
status quoò.  Usually, the status quo is the safer, 
more tried and true approach and comes with 
fairly good odds for success.  However, the ap-
proach to trying something new often comes with 
doubts, plans that have little data to support the 
hopeful result.  Sometimes this approach is taken 
as a means to generate excitement, while other 
times are a result of necessity.   

Our fearless president and his supporting 
board have seen an increasing need to generate 
income as well as a need to stimulate freshness with new approaches and ideas.  So as a result, 
a new fund raiser was recently held where we invited the community to join us for Pancakes with 
Santa Claus.  Admittedly, the attendance was less than desired, but we had a strong showing in 
workers and passion to make this a success.  President CANtrell  and chairman Spencer, Jr . 
even brought inflatable attractions for the children as an added bonus of the event.  While we did-
nôt reap the proceeds that we would have liked, we did learn a few new things as well as enabled 
a continued presence of our new operating location that will aid in other fundraisers that we host.  
A special thanks to all who helped with this new event and for your support as we tested the wa-
tersðtogether. 



 

As I sit to write and share 

my thoughts, I reflect on 

how fast our current ad-
ministrative year is pro-

gressing.  We have seen 

new adventures, new 

members, new venues, 

and of course all of it has 
been lead by our new 

club president.  We have 

piloted a Breakfast with 

Santa fund raiser, we 
have flipped flapjacks 

among some of the most 

beautiful hot air balloons 

you will ever see.  We 

departed from a 60-year 
tradition of selling our 

hotdogs at the fair and 

instead moved to a new 

venue at the Shrine Club.  
We have continued and 

grown our Partners-in-

Education program, sup-

ported our Child Abuse 

Prevention campaign, 
honored 3 youths of the 

month, and we have had 

superb guest speakers 

and programs that have 
kept our attendance con-

sistent.  We rolled out a 

new attendance incentive 

game, and we have wel-
comed 5 new members 

into our club.  They are 

Spencer Cantrel, Jr., 

Claudette Hodge,  Jean 

Cantrell, Michael Wright, 

and Wayne Griffin.   

 
In the midst of all this 

excitement and forward 

progress, we have also 

experienced some sad-
ness with the deaths of 

Walt Lewis and Doug 

Johnston.  Weõve also 

had 7 resignations.  They 

are: Warren Cauthen, 
Andy Bourke, Dave Park-

man, Bettye Jackson, 

òPopsó Barnes, Greg Coun-

tryman, and Willard 

Moore. 

 

Weõve experienced illness, 

miracles, sadness, and 

amazement.  This is the life 
of our Exchange Club.  It is 

comprised of peopleñYou 

are the heartbeat of the 

club.  This great club, 
YOUR club, is about its 

membership and how that 

membership works to-

gether in supporting the 

needs of our community.  
As such we will experience 

gains as well as setbacks.  

What makes us great is our 

ability to respond and capi-
talize on the experience of 

long term members and 

the passion of our newer 

members.   

 

Itõs often hard to believe 

that I have been a member 

of this club for nearly 26 

years and without fail each 
year holds something new.  

Each year provides a new 

face to get to know.  Each 

year provides at least one 
new way of doing things.  

Each year means my favor-

ite programs are soon 

around the corner.   

 
This is YOUR club ð
invest in it and watch it 
grow !  

Mid-term Exam  
A Look at Our Year, So Far  

òThis is  

YOUR 

 clubñ 

invest in it  

and watch  

it grow.ó 
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The Chairman 

Preparing the Griddle 
Making the batter just right 

Sausage Cooking Station 

Working the outside inflatable rides 

Trouble 

The Trainee 
 

Pictured to the left is our newest addition to the Cof-

fee and Hot Chocolate Making Station.  The most diffi-

cult aspect of this duty is determining how fast to pour 
the instant coffee into the boiling water.    We only 

knew that Mario Davis forgot the step of adding the 

coffee when a customer brought a newly poured cup 

of hot water to us and said, òI believe you forgot to 

add something.ó   


